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fled with Techellis he caused to be transported into Europe
and to be dispersed through Macedonia, Epirus and Pele-
ponnesuS) for fear lest if Techeilis, now fled into the Persian
Kingdom, should from thence return with new Forces, they
should also again repair unto him and raise a new Rebellion.
This was the beginning, course, and ending of one of the
most dangerous Rebellions that ever troubled the Turkish
Empire? wherein all, or at leastwise the greatest part, of
their Dominions in Asia might have been easily surprised
by the Persian King, if he would thoroughly have prose-
cuted the occasion and opportunity then offered." These
events are placed by Knolles in A.D. 1508, but by the
Ahsandt-Tawdrikh in 917/1511-12, the year before Bdya-
zfd's death.

It is curious that little or nothing is said by the Persian
historians about this massacre of the Shf'a in Turkey, which
von Hammer describes as one of the most dreadful deeds
ever perpetrated in the name of Religion, not excepting
the cruelties of the Inquisition or the Massacre of St Bar-
tholomew. That most of the Turkish historians ignore it is
less astonishing, since it can hardly be a matter of pride
for them. Knolles appears to be mistaken in placing it in
the reign of Bdyazfd II, for there can hardly have been two
such massacres, and one certainly took place in 1514 after
the accession of Salfm, as witnessed by Nicolo Giustiniani
in an account dated October 7 of that year1. The number
of victims is placed by Sa'du'd-Dfn, Soliq-zdda and *Alf
Abu'1-Fadl, the son of Idrfs of Bitlfs, at 40,000. The
particulars given by the last-named writer, quoted by von
Hammer in the original Persian verse transliterated into
the Roman character, are as follows2:

1 See von Hammer, op. cit^ vol. ii, p. 403 ad cede. The passage
runs: " Che il Signor havea manda* a far amazzar tutti della secta di
Sofi."

3 Ibid., p. 638.